Example Course
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 10-10:50am
Instructor: Laura Rosen, lrosen@wpi.edu, 508-831-5029  
Office Hours: M,R,F 11-11:50am
Course Aims and Outcomes:  
This test syllabus is aimed at giving an example of what text can be challenging for readers and ways that text can be made more accessible without necessarily changing content.  A common misconception is that accessibility needs to occur all in one shot.  There are a lot of easy changes that are not difficult that can help increase the accessibility of the material to all readers, not just readers with disabilities.  Take this paragraph for example. It starts off fine, but the continuation of text with no indication of what portions are can be challenging to read and refer back to.  We often tell students that the syllabus is the most important document they will receive all term and that it helps guide the expectations for the course and course format.  It is important that students find the syllabus and any other course materials easy to digest and understand.  Thinking from a student’s perspective, what would be a helpful change to this syllabus to make it more user-friendly?  In thinking about the design standpoint, what are some ways that this syllabus could be adjusted to provide a better style.  

Topics:

We will cover a variety of topics in this course related to accessibility.  While this particular syllabus is not very user friendly, this will hopefully provide an example.  Other topics will include how to add alternative text, the proper way to include hyperlinks, color recommendations, making accessible equations, adding captioning or transcripts to a video, using headings within Canvas as well as uploaded documents, font recommendations and extended the exam clock for students with exam-based assignments.  

Attendance Policy: 

Attendance is graded in this course through the use of clicker surveys throughout the course.  If you are not able to attend class, I encourage you to speak with me as soon as possible as well as connect with a fellow peer in class to learn what was missed.  
Grading: 

There are four exams in this course that will be worth fifty-percent of your grade.  Attendance will be worth an additional twenty-percent with homework and out of class projects worth a total of thirty-percent of your grade.  Grades are not scaled in the course, but I strongly encourage you to speak with me about any concerns you have regarding your grade early and often.
Accessibility and Accommodations:
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you have medical information to share with me that may impact your performance or participation in this course, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible. If you have approved accommodations, please request your accommodation letters online through the Office of Disability Services Student Portal.  If you have not already done so, students with disabilities who need to utilize accommodations in this class are encouraged to contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS) as soon as possible to ensure that such accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion. This office can be contacted via email: DisabilityServices@wpi.edu, via phone: (508) 831-4908, or in person: 124 Daniels Hall.
Academic Integrity:

It is the expectation that students will do homework independently of one another unless otherwise stated as group project.  This course uses TurnItIn to check for plagiarism and submission of work other than your own originality.  Plagiarism is considered a very serious offense and can lead to undesirable consequences such as a zero on the assignment or a failing grade for the course.  
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